XVI                               EDITOR S   PREFACE

critical moment, when every day sees some fresh pro-
duction, alternately extravagant and wise, violent and
moderate, circumspect and licentious, dictated by party-
spirit and inspired by patriotism ; in this universal
madness, when the indefinite liberty of the Press
distributes with equal profusion the fruits of knowledge,
of ignorance, and of frenzy; in this total inversion
of principles, it required nothing less than an order
emanating from the Throne to decide us to fulfil those
functions which would be indispensable under all other
circumstances, but which it seemed to us prudent to
suspend, in the midst of the fanaticism of opinions. There
are moments when, by a kind of public discretion, or
decency, the magistrate should not consult the oracle
of the Law.

"e There is no need for dissimulation on our part,
and we regard with an unfeeling eye the product of
resentment and vengeance. The past is a guarantee
for the future. We have no fear in making this avowal
in the presence of magistrates who, whilst demanding
the legitimate liberty of the Press, are very far from
countenancing the publication of the deluge of anony-
mous sheets, and the seditious and scandalous pamphlets,
with which France is inundated. Tolerance degenerates
into abuse, impunity encourages licence, and licence has
reached its last stage. Nothing is respected; rank, posi-
tion, services rendered are forgotten; the nobles, and
even crowned heads themselves, become objects of
derision and satire. The evil is so widespread that
one fears to augment the epidemic in attempting to
stay its progress.